
Coach Romel Bryant is a transformative leader in the world of basketball, known 

for turning struggling programs into championship contenders. In the 2024-2025 

basketball season, Coach Bryant made history at John Melvin University by: 

 Winning the first conference game in the school’s history. 

 Securing the highest winning percentage in school history. 

 Reaching a peak of No. 2 in the national power rankings. 

 Achieving a peak of No. 4 in the national standings. 

 Clinching the NSAC Tip-Off Classic Championship. 

 Recording more wins in one season than all previous coaches combined. 

His coaching journey includes a pivotal role at Olive Harvey College, where he 

helped guide the team to an undefeated conference season, a conference 

championship, and a regional championship appearance. 

Coach Bryant’s impact extends to the professional level, where he led the Chicago 

Ballers to a PBL Divisional Championship in 2022. His achievements have earned 

him widespread recognition, including being named "Coach of the Year" by the 

Illinois Basketball Coaching Association in 2021. 

At the high school level, Coach Bryant’s record is equally impressive. At Epic 

Academy, he holds the record for the most wins and the highest winning 

percentage in school history. At Horizon Science Academy, he orchestrated one 

of the most dramatic turnarounds in recent memory, transforming a winless team 

into Conference Champions in just two seasons. His leadership also led Horizon 

Science Academy to a City Championship and multiple record-breaking seasons. 

Additionally, at Seton Academy, he guided the team to multiple regional, sectional, 

and super-sectional championships, culminating in a state finals appearance. 

Coach Bryant’s commitment to player development is evident through his 

mentorship of two All-Americans and five All-Regional athletes, with several of his 

former players now thriving in professional basketball leagues worldwide. 

Despite a career-ending injury that curtailed his playing career, Coach Bryant’s 

passion for the game remained undeterred. A standout at Hales Franciscan High 

School, he continued his basketball journey at Beloit College, playing under the 

guidance of esteemed coaches Bill Knapton and Lance Randall. 

With a reputation for building championship programs and nurturing top-tier talent, 

Coach Romel Bryant is seeking to elevate East-West University’s Men’s Basketball 

Program to national prominence, inspiring excellence on and off the court. 
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