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Blaq Ice and P.O.E.T

 	 This event was a poet’s dream. The Blaq ice and P.O.E.T performers did an amazing job at reciting their 
poems with so much power and even gave our students an opportunity to perform their own work. We got to hear 
personal letters, student music, ode to children and other powerful word work written by students. The event started 
with hosts turning up the crowd with music and dances. Then we got straight into word art, where everyone showed 
so much bravery and opened up to the audience and recited their work. Each student was introduced with a witty 
joke and the event ended with commentary from audience members. This is the 12th year this group has come out to 
celebrate student poetry with us. We hope to have them for many years to come! This was such a great event and very 
inclusive to all students, even the audience! 

	 The creative group PO.E.T use their words through poetry, rap, and performance to reach out to the 
youth. P.O.E.T offers guidance in so many creative ways, they also mentor students, and are also support 
systems for communities and some education facilities.  the mission of this group is to ultimately mentor ans 
support the youth that will grow up to becoome future leaders. 
	 This amazing orangization has done so much for communities. they donate clothing to people 
experiencing homelessness, each thanksgiving season they gave a turkey giveaway, oass out school supplies 
to children and have visited and gave back to Ghana. The organization is full of amazing leaders ans we are 
so happy to be apart of their event, as we do every year, and they do an exceptional job and mentoring the 
youth. 
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STUDENT 
POETRY 

Shyann Prince 
        Beautiful Girl

Beautiful girl, you’re one of a kind, 
Wipe the tears from your eyes,

Promise not to cry or sigh. 
Beautiful girl, your looks satisfy,
Your lips, your smile, your pride. 
Beautiful girl, you’re very strong,

Even when it’s a storm, 
You make it home. 

Beautiful girl, don’t let anything tear you down, your kingdom 
falls

When your crown falls down. 
Beautiful girl, as you’re reading this,

Know your worth,
Stop giving out so much love

Just to be hurt. 

Garrick Grace
P.R.O.U.D

What makes you proud is the applause you get from
making a groundbreaking  achievement.  Nor is it the
getting up in the morning stating affirmations that you can
accomplish the great beyond. Is it? I’m asking you, my 
child, what 
makes you proud. Is it the tears you cry alone in your own 
solitude
knowing that you’re trying your best.
Preserved Reasonable Opportunities Under Dreams is 
what makes 
you proud. Well does it make you proud breaking barriers 
of unimaginable
beliefs or the beauty that lies within you.
I tell you my child being preserved reasonable opportunity 
under dreams
is a monumental achievement go to sleep, wake up, make 
endless efforts,
forget naysayers, keep making your statement proud to 
achieve.

Untitled 

Your words hurt  
Your tone pierced my ears 
Your words stabbing me in the chest a 
thousand times
Your actions choke me up
Your eyes burn fire into my soul with every 
look 
Your hands as cold as your heart 
Your heart as cold as ice 
Your apologies choking me 
Your yells wake me from sleep 

HURT

Time filled with wasted memories
Eyes dry from tears 

Nights filled with loneliness 
Mood down from exhaust

Heart shattering from your actions 
Sun isn’t shining anymore 

Days just pass by 

Shakespeare Inspired Sonnet 
Alyssa Hrnandez 

Oh what a class- it makes my head spin 
To understand such class is to be lifeless

to enjoy is to be lonely 
Walking into the dreadful room sending sharp

pains into my heart 
The heart can take no more

My eyes way too sore
Shakespeare you make my heart melt 

Shakespeare you need a belt 
Dr polski i can’t take it anymore 

You must watch me walk out the door 
I’m must laugh not cry 

This class makes me want to die
Who thought this was enjoyable 

My lord this is crucial 
This class is cruel and unusual 
Very far from cool and fruitful 

The Walking Enigma
By Shellicia Rogers

An overthinker that goes with the flow: 
Easiest roads offer the most stumble, 
Truest path is crooked, not straight on the 
nose. 
Fall back down only to resist the crumble

Potential in black and white making gray; 
Color pallet mix the red, blue and yellow 
Beware the shadows - they save the day 
Pink, purple, green silence the bellow 

The most quiet has the most speech, 
Humbly pointing out mistakes;
Finding words in quiet can teach 
End to begin and create

Walking Enigma in purest form
Peace inside the ever raging storm 



4 June 2018

HISTORY SECTION BY SHANTERA MCGEE 

Granville Tailer Woods was an 
American inventor who held 
more than 60 patents in the 
United States. He was the first Af-
rican American mechanical and 
electrical engineer after the Civil 
War. Self-taught, he concentrated 
most of his work on trains and 
streetcars. One of his inventions 
is the Synchronous Multiplex 
Railway Telegraph, a variation 
of the induction telegraph that 
relied on ambient static elec-
tricity from existing telegraph 
lines to send messages between 
train stations and moving trains. 
(biography 2021)

 Elizabeth Blackwell becomes 
the first woman to graduate 
from medical school and 
become a doctor in the Unit-
ed States. Born in Bristol, 
England, she graduated from 
Geneva College in New York 
at the top of her class.

Malcolm X was an African 
American revolutionary, 
Muslim minister and hu-
man rights activist who was 
a prominent figure during 
the civil rights movement 
until his assassination in 
1965

Henry T Sampson was the first 
African American to earn a Ph.D. 
in nuclear engineering and a 
co-inventor of the Gamma-Elec-
tric cell. (sabrina collin 2015)

Benjamin Banneker was a 
self-educated astronomer, 
mathematician, and a farmer.

East West Signature Course Finals 

Instead of a typical paper or report for finals, our signature course held a Stellar Book Anal-
ysis. students from all over the school stopped by to hear the reports of the materials from 
class. This creative spin on finals, they turned a dreaded day into a fun day in class! Most of 
the students reported that they much rather present their reports than taking actual tests. 
Overall it was a great experience for students and faculty. Students and staff got to hear real-
ly interesting reviews on books they may have already read or I’ll soon be reading, all while 
interacting with colleagues and being graded at once.
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INTERCULTURAL DAY 
**DID YOU PICK UP YOUR PASSPORT AND EXPLORED THE 

DIFFERENT CULTURES OF EAST- WEST UNIVERSITY?**
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WE ALSO SHARED OUR 
MEXICAN CULTURE 

PASSPORT STATION
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 Attending the intercultural fair was an eye-opening and exciting experience. The 
vibrant displays of different cultures was a great opportunity to learn about the rich 
history and traditions of various parts of the world. Among the many great and fun 
exhibits, the three that I found the most interesting and memorable were Mexico, 
Ukraine, and India. 
           The most memorable thing about the Mexican exhibit was the food. While 
there may be some bias because of my background, the food was amazing. The best 
food was the concha sweet bread which is a classic staple of Mexican culture which 
brings back memories of growing up with my grandmother. The exhibit was a 
burst of color and culture. Traditional Mexican music played in the background,
           The Ukrainian exhibit took us for a genuine view to the heart of Eastern 
Europe with its interesting and exotic exhibit. Traditional Ukrainian music played 
softly in the background, which added a very nice touch to the ambiance of the 
exhibit. The exhibit also showcased foods of the country such as the various pas-
tries enjoyed in the calm morning in Ukraine. The most interesting part to me was 
the attire worn by the Ukrainians. Very long flowing dresses in light colors. Very 
modest and very classical. 
         The Indian exhibit was the final exhibit I visited. It was a great experience 
hearing the different sounds that represent India. I was shown the popular music 
and some of the most loved and popular food such as samosas. The most stand-
out part was definitely the music. It such an upbeat sound that is unique to India. 
While I couldn’t understand much of the lyrics, I still managed to become in tune 
with the beat and enjoy the warmth it provided. - Eduardo Padilla 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 
CULTURE 

UKRANIAN CULTURE 

Intercultural Day was a great experience where I got to learn about different cultures from around 
the world. With a passport in hand, I visited different exhibits, each showing the traditions, food, 
music, and beliefs of a country. Out of all the exhibits, India, Mexico, and the Philippines stood out 
to me the most.
, Intercultural Day was a fun and educational event. It gave me the chance to explore different cul-
tures through food, music, dance, and traditions. One of the best moments was playing Garba, the 
Gujarati folk dance, which made me feel connected to Indian culture. Events like these help us learn 
about different traditions and appreciate the diversity in the world. It was an amazing experience 
that I will always remember.- Abhishek Patel
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The novel Push is based around Precious and her hardships throughout life. The hardships precious have faced are some people today. There are 
also many social issues that Precious struggle with in which we will get into. Family rape is discussed in the book. Since she was young Precious 
was raped by her mother and father. Abuse is also included, not only was Precious abused physically, she was abused mentally. Due to her envi-
ronment, Precious was also very shy and insecure. Lastly, we will get into government funding and how they were being misused. 
By the time Precious was 16 she was pregnant with her second child by her father. While at home precious was out was being raped by her 
mother and father. At first, she did not even know she was being raped until later on when speaking about her situation out loud. everyone’s 
trying to buy, including the stuff at the hospital. She was asked who her child’s father was when giving birth and she had explained it was her 
father’s and everyone in the hospital is getting a weird look. 
On page 59, Precious describes one situation with her mother. “ I am joking between her legs a huh a huh.  She is smelling big woman smell. She 
say suck it lick me, precious. I squeeze my eyes up, but choking don’t stop it get worse. “ intersection of a precious is describing her mother rap-
ing her, forcing her to perform sexual acts. as a child you’re looking for protection from your parents, and this is an example of not only family 
right but endangerment to a child. being raped by her mother has for a tremendous amount of stress and can possibly be a cause of precious’s 
and insecurities. 
Page 111 Precious explains her situation with her father. “ I can’t talk about daddy now. my clits swell up I think daddy daddy is sick me, dis-
gusts me, but still he sex me.I nawshus in my stomach, but hot tight and my twat and I think I want it back the smell of the bedroom that hurt. 
He slapped my face until it stink in my ears sing separate songs from each other. Call me names pop my pussy in and out in and out awwww i 
come.” in this section person is describing the conflict between her feelings for her father and the body reaction from being raped. She doesn’t 
know how to feel, she has to forgive her father for violating her, but her body is giving her a reaction as she is confused. children look at their 
parents as protectors and providers. As we can see from this novel both the mother and the father of France were not protectors. Both parents 
raped their daughter at such a young age, at one point precious, did not know she was even being raped. Before precious even grew up and be-
came a teenager she had already given birth to one child from her father and the second by the time she was 16. 
Precious is also very insecure. She had troubles with reading and writing, but she was too scared to speak up for help. She did not want anyone 
to think she was dumb. She did not want anyone to bully her. She did not want anyone to know she was struggling. 
In the beginning of the book, precious stated that everything in the book she reads I’ll look the same, explaining how she has a learning disabil-
ity. When she starts alternative school, she speaks up and tells her teacher how she is struggling with reading. On page 54, her teacher says.” I 
think I understand your Precious but for now I want you to try to push yourself to go for it.” This is an example of how a precious seizure pushed 
her to do better and gave her the encouragement that possibly no other teacher has given her. Demotivation was very different for precious be-
cause she was not used to having someone on her side or someone to help her. 
Precious going to alternative school actually helped her in many ways. She was so used to sitting in the back of the class and being ignored that 
when she went into a smaller class in the alternative school, she was more comfortable, and she actually stated her struggles. Before going into 
alternative school precious was shot and didn’t really speak to any other students, in this alternative school she is now more open and willing to 
let others know she needs help. 
In all  honesty, I believe that precious’s mother was just as lost as precious. Neither precious nor her mother had the proper resources that help 
that they need in life. This family solely depended on government assistance and welfare and did anything they could to make sure nothing 
interrupted government funds. I don’t believe that precious’s mother had the guidance she needed to have growing up. 

BOOK REVIEWS BY ALYSSA HERNANDEZ 
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Hunger of Memory 
	 I could tell the author, Richard Rodriguez, is a humble person, while reading ‘Hunger of Memory’. He speaks 
on his achievements, but he does give credit to his schooling and teachers. Rodriguez’ family situation is relatable to 
a lot of people, he was picked on at home for being the bookworm of his family. I find this text interesting, because I 
never paid attention to the different environments between school and home. Growing up, I was always told I acted 
out at home but was an angel at school and was often asked why?. I thought this was all a part of code switching, which 
in fact it is. But there is a deeper meaning, my academic world set certain boundaries in which at home they were not 
established. I like the example that was used, home being too nosy to do homework or study. We’re all taught to study at 
home but in certain homes it is too nosy to focus, making it impossible to study. Our brains are taught to function and 
focus harder in school, versus at home where the students, we, don’t have. As students we are taught to listen in school 
and be good. Parents often rewarded their children with gifts for behaving in school. In some homes getting in trouble 
in school means you are expecting to have some sort of punishment at home. 
	 I noticed that Rodriguez was getting more and more drawn to school, and distancing himself from his family. I 
feel like he was doing this because he was getting picked on at home, and school was an outlet for him. A place where he 
felt loved and appreciated, which had drawn him more to his teachers. Rodriguez’s mother had tried to connect with her 
son by telling him to pick a book for her to read, as a way to let her son feel that she was there for him. I thought it was 
cruel that he had given her a hard book to read like Willa Cather’s My Antonia. Richard’s parents didn’t have the best 
English skills, so why would he give her such a hard book? As I was reading this short story, I felt like Richard was just a 
sensitive boy, growing up in a typical hispanic household full of chaos and teasing. He could not handle the household as 
well as everyone else, he put his focus on school and tried his hardest to get away from his home life. 
	 Richard Rodriguez is similar to some characters in other books we are reading in urban literature. Alex from 
American Skin, he was a young lost boy who longed for love and protection. Alex had to basically fight throughout his 
life and he ran into different groups that were not the best to hang around, but because they offered protection he grav-
itated towards them. Precious in Push by Sapphire used school (alternative schooling) to escape the world of abuse and 
raped endured in her home. Much like Richard, Precious rather be in class than at home. These characters can all relate 
to each other. All these kids wanted was love. 

 The summer of 1967 seemed like an incredible time to live in. The summer of love started a revolutionary movement.. During this specific time, groups of young adults and teens 
from London began to migrate into California.california. This is where everything changes., “With so much going on in the world, these migrants from London were unifying and 
changing their community. There were a lot of changes that were made, for example clothes. Before the summer of love,  women and men both wore clothes that covered up their 
body for the most part. During the summer of love, clothes had gotten brighter in , color wise, and shorter,  so now more skin was showing. There were many norms that were in 
place, and this was the beginning of a culture changing. Take Twiggy for example, she wore short mini skirts and had short hair, unlike the individuals in  modern families that had 
longer hair and longer skirts to cover up. 
	 This era opened so many eyes to different looks and sounds; there were more and more black people listening to pop music and white people giving soul music a chance. 
In 1967, the hippies started to seek change and rebel against their parents. One thing I found interesting about this video was that , one of the speakers said the hippies brought 
wisdom, and to  a certain extent I agree- the hippies came in and changed the game, because  they brought everyone out of their shells and opened them  up to try new things. I also 
found it interesting that there were people who were actually getting arrested because they were joining the hippie movement and parents saw it as them throwing away their name 
or something of some sort.  I don’t think hippies were  arrested for joining the movement itself, but it is true that the drugs increased arrests for drug related crimes. The crime The 
drug LSD also played a huge role. LSD opened up so many minds to a whole new world or discoveries that had been blocked by parents. Once these teens and young adults started 
to rebel and expand their horizons, parents brushed it off as if the children or teens are going through a phase. I found this odd because besides the drugs, why didn’t the parents 
see this as a beautiful thing, a reunification of cultures. personally i think this culture was so strong and amazing, they weren’t afraid of trying new things or going against a parent. 
Overall I do think we should do this again. It had an impact on everyone, they walked through a culture shock to create change. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
SPRING QUARTER 
New Student Orientation Friday, April 4 
Good Friday Friday, April 18 
Last day to withdraw without penalty Friday, April 4 
Last day for proficiency testing Friday, April 4 
Classes begin Monday, April 7 
Late registration Monday, April 7 - Friday, April 11
Last day to change schedule Friday, April 11 
Midterms Wednesday, May 7 - Thursday, May 8 
Apply for graduation Monday, May 12 - Friday, May 16
Major field assessment test(required for all seniors and optional for ju-
niors) Friday, May 16
Last day to withdraw from a class (W grade recorded) Friday, May 23 
Memorial day ( University closed) Monday, May 26 
Final examination period Wednesday, June 18 - Thursday, June 19
Graduation ceremony Saturday, June 21 
Summer break (for students) Saturday, June 21 - Sunday, July 6

SUMMER QUARTER 
Last day to withdraw without penalty Thursday, July 3 
Classes begin Monday, July 7 
Late registration Monday, July 7 - Friday, July 11
Last day to change schedule Friday, July 11 
Midterms Wednesday, July 30 - Thursday, July 31
Last day to withdraw from a class (W grade recorded) Friday, August 8 
Final examination period Wednesday, August 27 - Thursday, August 28

FOLLOW AND INTERACT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

East/West University and the Phantom Press, encourages its readers to express their 
views in letters to us. All letters must include the writer’s full name, complete address 
and telephone number. The selection lettes may be edited and shorted. letters may be 
publishedd or distributed in print, electronic or other forms.

Disclamer 
East/West University makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy of 
the content and assumes no liability or responsibility for any error or omission in the 
content. East/West University is not responsible or liable for any claims made in adver-
tisements or classifieds. Any Questions or concerns, advertisements or classifieds within 
this newspaper should be directed to the advertiser of East/West University.

Copyright 2017 The Phantom Press. All rights reserved as to the entire content.
The Phantom Press is a trademark of East/West University.

East West University, 816 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60609 (312) 939 -0111

Newspaper Developer- Alyssa Hernandez
Faculty Advisor- Dr. Maria Polski 
Staff Writer- Alyssa Hernandez 
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Afrah Taher
Art has always been my sanctuary, a place where I can escape the rigidity of reality and create something purely my 
own. Back in India, I would sit for hours with a sketchbook, letting my pencil bring my imagination to life. Wheth-
er it was drawing people, landscapes, or abstract designs, I found immense joy in the freedom that art gave me. 
Now, as I navigate my studies in Computer Science and Technology at East West University in Chicago, my love for 
sketching continues to be an essential part of my life. No matter how busy my schedule gets, I always make time to 
draw—it’s my way of unwinding and reconnecting with myself.
Living in Chicago has given me new inspiration. The towering buildings, the ever-changing seasons, and the diversity 
of people around me all fuel my creativity. Sometimes, I sit in a quiet café and sketch the expressions of strangers, 
capturing their emotions in fleeting moments. Other times, I experiment with digital illustrations, blending my love 
for technology with my passion for art. To me, sketching isn’t just a pastime—it’s a way of seeing the world differ-
ently, of expressing thoughts and feelings that can’t be put into words. It reminds me that even in a world driven 
by logic and precision, creativity and imagination will always have their place

Da’ion Holmes 

Photo collages by 
Andrea Cisneros

Photos Taken by 
Students
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Senior Seminar Projects 

Students of the Senior Seminar class did a great job doing research on overall ‘Social life thus modern technology’ how it affects our life and what’s pros and 
cons about using technology and how it affects our brain in deep neurotransmitters. Students using bright and vivid pictures to visualize what they have re-
searched was quite impressive and most of the participants used the method of surveying a certain number of students to collect data that was really accurate 
and informative. I have asked one question for each participant and it took a while to listen to most of them. The hall started to get crowded and hot too!
Overall, all posters gave me big ideas for my own poster board representation. How to explain, where to start and what is the goal of this research etc. 
I appreciated their hard work. -Munkhsaikhan Nyamdavaa

The poster on “What is the Role of Digital Media in Societal Division?” covers the breakdown of how online 
media is responsible for polarization nicely, and I was particularly interested in the section on algorithmic echo 
chambers. How social media personalized content to reinforce users’ already-held ideologies was the most en-
gaging, considering the example of Facebook’s News Feed algorithm and the vitriol that has been hurled against 
it for widening ideological gaps. I also liked how the poster pointed out emotional manipulation and outrage 
culture, how sensationalized content gets people’s attention but contributes to polarization. The solutions were 
also interesting, particularly the call for media literacy education and transparency with algorithms, because those 
are measures that can be taken practically to reduce polarization. Overall, the study is informative, and the layout 
makes it simple to read through and stay interested.- Coby San Juan

I thoroughly enjoyed this research project because it analyzes how news channels are becoming more biased when it 
comes to delivering factual information. Josh mentioned how half truths have ruined people’s lives due to news chan-
nels favoring one cause over the other and due to that, it has not only affected one person but many. In a time where 
politics has become very important (not saying that it never was but now it has become a subject talked about every-
where) it can be said that not only news channels but other social media platforms have misled many individuals and 
have filtered information to make one side sound crueler than the other. One thing I have learned during the time of 
elections is that many people were voting on mislead information that they would see in social media platforms rather 
than actual news channels. I strongly believe that news channels should stray away from biased opinions but rather fo-
cus more on actual truths to help our society navigate towards what can be done to better our country.- Evelyn Salgado 

“Is The Internet changing the way our Brain works?”
The Senior Seminar event was held at the university by students to share their knowledgeable thoughts. I really appreciate 
how students have worked a lot to represent their topic at this motivational event. After a close look, I really liked the poster 
which was made by Noori Arshia. Her topic was “Is The Internet Changing The Way Our Brain works?”
She explained how Social media controls our brains. In earlier times, people used to use their own brain to understand or 
face any situation. But in today’s world the technology has developed so that Artificial Intelligence can answer your ques-
tions in just a few seconds. Yes the world is growing with high technology which encourages us to learn and experience new 
things but completely relying on AI and social media is not good. We may lack to do things by ourselves and we initially get 
dependent on social media and Artificial Intelligence. Our brains need to work 24/7 with our own thoughts, not by scripted 
features. She also explains how brains get affected and how our bodies are affected if we completely rely on social media and 
Artificial Intelligence. Hence, I really like her thoughts on her poster which was completely relatable to our daily life situa-
tions. Her thoughts were genuine and very clear with vocabulary.
- Afrah Taher 
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Today’s senior seminar projects were very informative and very bright. Yaque-
line’s poster was about neuroplasticity and its influence on relationships now-
adays. She conducted some surveys on how people in relationships have been 
affected by social media and the tech-driven world we live in. Another one of 
my favorite posters was Angelica’s, where she explained how social media affects 
self-esteem and body image in young adults. She shared some personal stories 
and some surveys answered by East-West students in regards to how social 
media affects them. These two posters stood out to me the most because they 
covered topics that I can relate to.- Alexandra Magallanez

I have attended the Senior Seminar poster presentation organized by East West University Students. Among them I am 
writing a report on  How has the Internet Transformed Daily life,Social Interactions, and Economic opportunities? Host: 
Abhishek patel. He explained how the internet influences people and how it affects our mental Health and well-being in 
education and many other aspects. As we know that use has its two sides positive and negative in the same way the internet 
has its positive and negative side. Due to social media people neglect Socialization for example interacting online rather than 
talking face to face in chat, whatsapp . I got to know about one amazing fact about the “GIG” economy business. It helps 
people to schedule their time according to their wish in apps like “Zomato”  “Swiggy” to book the order. By which Small 
businesses get lost in their economy. The opportunities for remote jobs increase due to the internet. In the education field the 
internet also has some positive points and negative points like it helps for study but it also gives misinformation regarding 
any topic. - Asma Vhora

The posters which I found during the senior seminar were all eye-catching and visually pleasing, to say 
the least. From what I saw and heard everyone seemed to have done a great and commendable job. I 
learned from one of the students that they were free to choose their own topic so long as it included 
technology. The poster that captured my attention most was presented by a student named Izaiah and 
the research question was, how does technological isolation impact mental and physical health, and what 
strategies can be used to mitigate its negative effects? It presented many relevant and interesting perspec-
tives which I haven’t really thought to look into. For example, it covered the impact that isolation and 
technology, when working in tandem, can have on your susceptibility to certain technological addictions 
like video games. This is especially important and relevant to me because I play video games regularly. 
The good news is that the poster also covers some possible solutions as well, such as implementing detox 
periods and promoting physical activity, which are measures that I should maybe give a try even though 
I wouldn’t classify myself as addicted.- Bryan Maldonado

Senior Seminar Projects 
Cont. 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
SHELLICIA ROGERS

I am a multifaceted person that may not see the world like most. I want to share this talent. I have a 
unique ability to process the beauty, the peace, the joy, the less, the sensual nature and the innocence of 
things. I am also a writer, photographer, and an artist. I want to be known for being the weird little black 
girl that grew up to be the weird black woman that shows grace and kindness. I also want to be known as 
an artist. All my goals are aligned. I want to graduate and become a best selling author, artist and photog-
rapher. I also want to travel the world, and I would like to be a contributor to Midnight & Indigo. I find 
joy in the smallest things. I had an Italian teacher growing up. She not only taught me the language, but 
the culture she passed away, but I promised her I would get to Italy, leading me to wanting to own my own 
vineyard and Tuscany. I am on vocal.com and starting in March I will be on Wattpad and I also share my 
art on Etsy. I am currently working on being published and I also submitted work to Midnight & Indigo!

PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT 

Who is he? Dr. Hillmann 
	 English and Communication Professor 
How can you contact him? bill@eastwest.edu

I am a writer, I’m very dedicated to my craft and give it time every day and it pays off! My fourth book is 
coming out in September 2025 and I have three more on the way. If you dedicate yourself to writing or any 
art you can achieve great things. But it takes a lot of work, consistency, effort, stubbornness, willingness to 
grow and collaborate. You must believe in yourself. It may take years and years of dedication, but in the end 
it will all be worth it. 
What advice do you have for students?
	 I STRUGGLED A LOT DURING MY EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY BEFORE I GOT IN-
SPIRED BY ERNEST HEMINGWAY AT 19 AND DEVOTED MYSELF TO LITERATURE.I HAVE 
ANGER PROBLEMS THAT I HAD TO WORK A LOT ON. IF YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH 
ANGER I CAN HELP 

Any advice you want to share?
TAKE IT SERIOUS 
DON’T WASTE TIME 
MAKE SCHOOL A PRIORITY
GET YOUR DEGREE AND FINISH AT ALL COSTS, YOU WILL SET YOURSELF UP FOR SUC-
CESS IN YOUR LIFE


